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FROM THE EDITOR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Season 2014-15 has opened on a perfect Melbourne day for cricket, 27°C maximum and, from 
what I have been told, some “belters,” as far as first-day “decks” are concerned.  This certainly 
proved to be a correct assessment, based on some of the scores.   
Prior to the commencement of the season, Jill and I were able to spend a few days “across the 
ditch” and while in “windy Wellington,” I could not help but take the picture on the front cover of this 
issue.  The picture was taken at about 2:15 pm on Tuesday, 16th September.  The image was 
taken in front of the Museum of New Zealand, Te Papa Tongarewa, one of the most populated 
places in Wellington on almost any day of the year, and even more so during school holidays.  
Anyone with the slightest interest in our great game will recognize it as the “count-down” to the first 
World Cup match to be played at Hagley Oval, Christchurch, between New Zealand and Sri 
Lanka.  I have not noticed anything similar to this in Australia and the thought occurred to me that 
it illustrated an enthusiasm in New Zealand, towards the approaching World Cup, that we have yet 
to see in Australia. 
In this issue, you will note that the usual column, “… And the President,” has been replaced by 
“… And the Vice-President.”  This is a break from the traditional format for Law 43, which has 
been suggested by Gerry Schembri and Alan McCarthy, and ratified by your Committee of 
Management.  Gerry and Alan will provide this column alternately, for the remainder of this 
season’s issues.  The column will continue to bring you aspects of business but “with a difference.”  
So I hope you approve. 
In Richard Patterson’s regular column, he offers the reader some reflections on “The Gap,” 
courtesy of Martin Crowe.  While quite clearly these thoughts which have much to do with 
concentration, draw on examples from Martin Crowe, the player, Richard is suggesting that they 
are equally important to effective umpiring and, may I add, to effective scoring as well. 
The introductions to our 13 new Panel Members continue in this issue.  I have now received eight 
short “bios,” three of which were published in the September issue.  A further one, from Tony 
Medina, is published this month.  The remaining four, from Stuart Black, Theoné van der Merve, 
Peter Williams and Mohan Nair, will appear in the November issue and by the deadline date for 
that issue, I sincerely hope that the remaining five new Panel Members will accept the invitation to 
tell us something about themselves via similar such “bios.” 
Association members who knew Ray Isherwood were saddened to learn of his recent death.  His 
long-time friend and fellow Life Member, Ralph Francione, has written and fitting tribute to Ray, 
entitled “Farewell ‘Ish’.”  Many thanks to Ralph for this contribution. 
We have received two articles as a result of the 2013-14 Victoria-New Zealand Umpire Exchange.  
In the first of these, Adam Hawking has reported on his visit to Christchurch during December, 
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2013.  On account of space limitations, the second, from New Zealander, Eugene Sanders, will be 
published in our next issue. 
As promised in the first issue for this season, a regular reminder for Easter, 2015 is included.  This 
month, it takes the form of a letter from the President, which contains all the relevant information 
concerning the Easter, 2015 events.  A similar document can be downloaded from the VCAUSA 
website and will be regularly available from the Easter, 2015 Subcommittee. 
In finalising this issue, I must express my sincere thanks to my daughter, Kate Denmead, for her 
editorial assistance in progressing the file to be ready for printing by CV.  At the same time I 
should like to acknowledge the many “get well” wishes from umpire and scorer friends, which I 
have received during the last fortnight.  I am confident they are having a positive effect. 

Trevor Finlayson 
----------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 

A POSSIBLE UMPIRES’ MOTTO 
 

“We are meant to observe.  That’s why we have two ears and two eyes, and only one mouth.” 
 

From The Meaning of Luck: Stories of Learning, Leadership and Love, Steve Waugh (Sams 
Marketing, 2013) (ISBN: 978 0 9875 64108) p 52.  
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… AND THE VICE-PRESIDENT 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Veep Speak!  (With apologies to Hawthorn Football Club’s “Hawk Talk”) 
Our President, Gerry Schembri, suggested (or rather delegated the task) that he and I alternate 
the authorship of this report for Law 43.  On behalf of the Committee of Management of the 
VCAUSA and all members and Life members may I wish our Treasurer, Trevor Finlayson, a 
speedy recovery from a sudden illness and assure his wife, Jill, and the family that they are in our 
thoughts. 
With Round 1 out of the way and the cobwebs dusted off our umpiring brains, we congratulate 
Scott Olufson and Adam Hawking who debuted in the Premier Men’s 1st XI.  Having stood with 
both of them in recent seasons, I felt a sense of pride that they had received recognition for their 
hard work and achieved a notable success.  I enjoy their success in the belief that some of what 
we have done together on and off the field has helped them to get where they are.  We also 
congratulate the new members of the panel who made their debuts throughout the grades in 
men’s and women’s cricket.  There is no finer duty than being requested to adjudicate on the rules 
of an ancient and honourable game for 22 participants who wouldn’t agree on the price of milk if 
left to their own devices.  
With a full program of cricket ahead of us this year, including two social matches, the Crockett 
Shield match and a number of functions with the South Australians, I remind members that they 
need to complete their membership form which can be downloaded from the website or obtained 
from any committee member.  Membership is $110 (umpires) and $55 (scorers).  Any member can 
nominate to play in the social matches.  The Crockett Shield side will be selected from those who 
have impressed in the two social games against the Australian Cricket Society (ACS) and the 
49ers, attended training for the Crockett Shield and are committed to supporting Easter 2015 
events. 
Our first match will be against the ACS on Sunday, 16th November, 2014 (subject to confirmation).  
The match will be followed by drinks and all umpires, scorers and their families are welcome.  Our 
second match will be against the 49ers on Sunday, 22nd February, 2015 (subject to confirmation).  
The match will be followed by drinks and a barbecue and all umpires, scorers and their families 
are welcome.  Training to select the Crockett Shield team will commence at a central venue at 
5:30 pm on Wednesday, 11th February, 2015.  All VCAUSA member umpires and scorers are 
encouraged to participate.  Expressions of interest can be made to: 
Alan McCarthy - Mobile 0488 799 973 or email alansuemccarthy@gmail.com or 
Tony Ventura – Mobile 0409 024 104 or email tony.ventura@hydrochem.com.au 
Don’t forget to let Social Organiser, John Collins, know that you are attending the FREE VCAUSA 
Cup-Day Barbecue at the Carlton Cricket Club on Tuesday, 4th November from 12 noon.  Catch up 
with Badges and Accessories Officer, Glenn Cumming, for a bottle of port, a tie, or any of the 
myriad of items which he has accumulated and all for a bargain price.    

Alan McCarthy 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE UMPIRING MANAGER 

 

 
 
 
 
 

There are many precious moments in a game of cricket, that an umpire should savour.  These 
times are when thoughts can be gathered and a deep breath can be taken in readiness for the 
next ball or the next over.  These times are drink breaks, intervals, the fall of a wicket and in 
between each ball. 
I have re-produced an article from Martin Crowe, with thanks to Simon Taufel and Bob Parry.  In 
the article, Crowe talks about the gap between balls when he was batting.  I certainly think there 
are several areas which can be attributed to umpires.  In particular, Crowe talks about his 
concentration routine in between balls, when he switched up and switched down and remained 
non-judgmental in regards to the previous ball.  This is something which has been discussed on a 
regular basis, both currently and in the past. 
Please have a read and draw your own learnings from the article. 
Minding the Gap - The space between two balls is where cricket is really played 
Martin Crowe 
4th October, 2014 
“The gap:  This is the space between thoughts, between breaths, between fielders, between balls.  
They say to experience the gap wholly brings ultimate joy in what we do.  In the gap there is 
nothing, and it's that nothing space in which lies the secret to our purpose.  
“As I contemplate the meaning of much of my life, a life I now truly treasure, with dangers lurking, 
it is in this moment of nothing that I feel at peace.  Awareness has taught me that previously I was 
always too quick to fill the gap with judgmental, premeditated masking and conditioning.  Batting is 
essentially about scoring runs, by hitting the ball instinctively and late, finding a gap in the field, 
whether it be over or through the field.  Barry Richards, the great South African player, came to 
Auckland when I was 12 and remarked to a small group that it was vital to look at the gaps in the 
field, not the fielders in the field.  That never left me and remains one of the greatest pieces of 
advice I ever received.  
“However, I often dismissed myself with predetermination to hit the ball into those vacant areas.  I 
was constantly filling the gap in my mind with a busy traffic of thoughts; of this, that and anything 
else that randomly joined the gridlock building in my mind.  The mind needs constant clearing out 
of past and future concerns in order to function effectively, so by positively affirming that gaps 
must be found instinctively, the mind invariably seeks that wisdom automatically, subconsciously.  
This is when cricket is played at its best.  
“The gap between balls, that 30-second time span between when the last ball became dead and 
the next ball becomes live, is arguably the most important period in a batsman's innings.  I learnt in 
my third year playing for New Zealand that if I properly appreciated the gap between balls, it would 
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aid my desire to compile a long innings, especially under pressure in Tests or under duress in a 
limited-overs chase.  Up until then, I was a classic example of playing sublime innings of 30 or 40 
before succumbing to an easily worn-down, mind-
body battery. 
“On my first tour of Australia in 1985, I began 
listening to some senior players and coaches talk 
about mind power.  They spoke to me about my 
concentration routine, in particular.  They emphasised 
that my innings were running out of energy too 
quickly, and suggested I switch off after the ball was 
dead and remain non-judgmental in the time before 
the next ball.  By doing so I would conserve a certain 
amount of energy, which could be used later.  The 
first time I tried it, in a tour match, I returned fresh to the dressing room after more than six hours 
in the hot sun, unbeaten on 242 at Adelaide Oval.  The next innings brought 188, at the Gabba in 
the first Test of the series.  
“Now the wisdom was automatically written into my intellectual software.  Awareness of the gap 
between balls didn't guarantee anything, but it gave me a better chance, once in, to make a big 
score, to convert starts and fifties into three-figure scores.  
“Cricket is such a complicated game that when the mind quickens, the mistakes invariably flood in.  
Great captains have the poise, the ability, to create a gap between thoughts so that the 
information they seek can come to them at the right moment.  There is no panic or indecision.  
There is none of this chasing-the-ball mentality.  Instead, there is a space they fall into that gives 
them the accurate assessment they need, and the decision comes accordingly.  Michael Clarke 
has this in abundance, Mike Brearley and Ian Chappell had it, as did Mark Taylor in his prime.  
Great batsmen have it too.  Garry Sobers, Don Bradman and Brian Lara, to name a few, had the 
ability to clear the mind easily, enjoying the gaps between balls, and ever more so were focused 
on the gaps they found in the field.  
“The spin bowler who can access this gap mentality despite a swiftly completed over when he is 
being slogged all over, is the treasured one.  Shane Warne had this ability to be in the present.  At 
the top of his mark he could slow down the game if he chose.  Even if the odds were stacked 
against him, he would clear the negative, letting go of the previous ball, and visualising the 
outcome of the next one, providing another piece to the puzzle, building his attack up, mounting 
more pressure again.  By not letting anything before or after affect the creativity he needed to 
access for each ball, he was able to instinctively find the insights he needed.  
“So when we consider how important it is to have a clear-minded approach in cricket, to utilise the 
space between balls bowled or faced, between fielders' positions, we can appreciate that it is the 
gap we truly seek, mentally and strategically, to find the answers to the many questions we are 
confronted with.  If we are to widen that out to life itself, we can again begin to find that our peace 
and our creativity lie in the moments between thoughts and actions.  When we can sit or stand 
still, even for 20 seconds, when we can hold off the urges to judge, or the old habit to overthink, 
then we really begin to open ourselves up to the truth, for the truth is in the present, not the past or 
future.  
“Look at any player between balls and study how he spends that time from when the ball is dead 
and before the next - whether it be batting, bowling or fielding - and try to sense the poise he has.  
Is the pressure building, is it neutral, or is it low-key?  Unless the play is boringly slow with the 
potential to kill the spectacle, it is a fascinating exercise to watch players on centre stage while the 

   
  
Awareness of the gap between balls didn't
guarantee anything, but it gave me a better
chance, once in, to make a big score, to
convert starts and fifties into three-figure
scores  
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ball is dead.  What is everybody contemplating?  Cricket, to me, offers a glimpse of the way we 
live our lives, and this gap in play, before the next ball is bowled, holds the most intrigue of all.  
“That's why I adore Test cricket.  There are so many more interesting gaps in play to appreciate.  
Tests are won and lost in these 30-second pockets.” 

Richard Patterson 
------------------------------------------------------ 

MEET OUR NEW PANEL MEMBERS (CONT’D) 
We continue to introduce readers to our new Panel members for this season.  The following “bio” 
is a further one of those which I have received to date. 

Ed. 
------------------------------------------------------ 

Anthony Medina:  Hello All, my given name is Anthony Medina but just about everyone calls me 
“Tony”. 

I was born and bred in Glen Waverley but have lived in Cranbourne since 
marrying my wife Leanne 25 years ago and have raised three children from 
joyous birth to adulthood, Amber [21], Joshua [20] and Abbey [18].  I have 
always played sport and played cricket until my body gave me messages to 
retire.  It would be fair to say I am a cricket tragic, I can’t get enough so 
decided that umpiring was the next logical step.  
From a playing perspective, I started as a raw quick bowler playing at 
Waverley Cricket Club [District Juniors], I became a foundation member of 

Glen Waverley Hawks CC, where I played in three consecutive First XI premierships in the old 
Oakleigh District Cricket Association which I also represented at Under-21 level.  I progressed to 
Ashwood Cricket Club in the Eastern Suburbs Cricket Association, where I played in another First 
XI premiership, my first on Turf.  I played and coached Cranbourne Cricket Club in the DDCA.  I 
won First XI bowling averages at each club for which I played First XI cricket, before retiring due to 
work commitments and a young family with challenges.  My son Josh has Down Syndrome and I 
needed to support my wife and family.  
Upon returning from a 15 month work stint in Auckland NZ, I decided to try umpiring and I have 
been umpiring with the Dandenong District Cricket Umpires Association in the DDCA for the last 
five cricket seasons; the last four as a Turf 1 umpire and have had the pleasure to stand in a Turf 
1 Grand Final.  I have been an active member, serving as DDCUA Secretary for the past two 
seasons. 
I decided to attend the CV Winter Classes this year to improve my Laws knowledge and then I 
challenged myself by sitting the Exam and applying to join the CV Umpires Panel, in which I am 
most grateful to earn that spot.  The next challenge is to perform. 
From a work aspect, I am a Contract Manager in the Water Industry, with GMA Environmental 
Services P/L, based in Scoresby, but my work can take me at times to all parts of Australia and 
NZ; always home for weekend umpiring commitments though ☺ 
Note: I know it’s slightly blurred but Josh and I attended a Cricket Festival last season and I had 
the pleasure to umpire and we both met the great Mervyn Hughes and we both love this photo. 
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Ray Isherwood (centre) at the VCAUSA Dinner 
and Presentation Night, 2002, with fellow Life 
Members, “young” Darrell Holt (right) and Robin 
Bailhache (left).  (Photo courtesy Ralph 
Francione) 

FAREWELL “ISH” 

Our deeply respected colleague, Ray Isherwood, passed away in his sleep on 18th September in 
Adelaide.  Long-time friends of Ray will mourn his passing.  He was one of the real characters of 
the Association and we could fill an issue of Law 43 with anecdotes about him, although some of 
the details might have to be modified. 

He had a wry sense of humour.  For example, he was 
chairing a group of new umpires at a seminar back in 
the ‘80s when one of them mentioned to Ray, prior to 
the meeting’s commencement, that he was concerned 
about two LBWs that he had given the previous day.  “I 
never give more than one,” said Ray.  “Per game?” 
asked the new ump.  “No - before Christmas,” replied 
Ray. 
He joined the VCAUSA in the 1962-63 season and 
progressed through the grades quickly, remaining on 
the Panel until 1986-87.  In that time he umpired a total 
of 287 games, of which three were Tests, 21 one-day 
Internationals, 27 Sheffield Shield Games and six First 
XI District Finals.  He was also President for two years 
and was elected as a Life Member in 1978. 

But if Ray had been asked to nominate the great moments of his years with the VCAUSA, most of 
them would be centred around the biennial Crockett Shield games against the South Australian 
Umpires.  Ray and his late wife Margaret were always the first to arrive and the last to leave.  But 
the game itself was no laughing matter, and Ray played it tough – very tough indeed.  If any proof 
is needed, please note that Ray holds the honour of being the only player in the history of the 
competition who was dismissed for obstructing the field. 
And our Editor will be delighted to learn that even to the end, Ray looked forward to his monthly 
edition of Law 43 in order to keep up with the latest VCAUSA gossip. 
We will miss you, old friend.  You were one right out of the box. 

Ralph Francione 
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2013-14 VICTORIA-NEW ZEALAND UMPIRE EXCHANGE 

Adam Hawking in Christchurch 
On Friday, 6th December I had an early start with a 9:20 am flight out of Melbourne to 
Christchurch.  A great flight on Air NZ, only a little bit rough as we crossed over the Southern Alps.  
Our plane had been late arriving in Melbourne due to fog and was I wondering if this was 
something of an omen of the days to come.  But on arrival into Christchurch I was greeted with 
blue skies with high cloud and about 26°C so I thought this could be a good week! 
Upon exiting NZ customs, I was met by Tony Scott, the local Head of the Canterbury Umpires’ 
Association.  A short drive to the Quality Inn on Pampanui Road was our destination for my 
accommodation for the next nine days.  I quickly dropped my bags in my room and Tony invited 
me back to his place for a coffee and to watch the Adelaide test match on telly, with the odd few 
minutes of the NZ/WI game for good measure.  At about 6:00 pm we headed off to the local pub 
for a bite to eat, (steaks over here are great!) and then back to the hotel for an early night. 
Day 2 – Saturday, 7th December 
I was picked up by the second-ranked umpire in the region and the nominated umpire to return to 
Australia in February on the return exchange, Eugene Sanders.  We immediately hit it off and had 
a great drive to our ground about 40 minutes away.  The ground was changed late on the Friday 
from Manderville to Sefton, the fixture was a men’s 1st XI One-Day Semi-final between East 
Christchurch Shirley (ECS) and Canterbury Country (CC).  ECS won the toss and batted first and 
put together what was thought a below par 233.  They have an under-19 player who is also in the 
National U19 team and is a very good bat.  He made 80 odd out of their total and looks the goods.  
I think he is destined for higher honours.  ECS then took the field after our 40-minute break and at 
one stage CC looked in the running but a mid-order collapse saw them 30 odd short when the 10th 
wicket fell.  
This particular pitch was on quite a slope, with the far end of the pitch on such a slope that when 
standing at the stumps I couldn't see the keeper’s feet, such was the upwards angle on the wicket!  
The wicket had a definite green appearance to it and I was surprised that it actually started to dust 
up and take spin late in the day, contrary to how a green-looking wicket would normally behave. 
Eugene drove me back to the hotel and we went to the bar for a few light refreshments and talked 
about cricket in Victoria and what he could expect when standing in a Premier Cricket game.  He 
is also destined for great things in NZ Cricket, in January he was to be standing in two ICC World 
Cup qualifying games that to be played at Main Power Oval in the first week of January.  I have no 
doubt that he will do extremely well and wish him the best in his games. 
Day 3 – Sunday, 8th December 
Today I was off to Willows Cricket Club, a private club with approx. 600 members run by NZ 
businessman, Mike Dorman.  Mike is one the most passionate men of cricket I have ever met.  He 
established the club 19 years ago to enable schools around NZ to come to the ground and play 
against some ex-first-class players or some of the better 1st XI players from around the region.  
Games are played on Sundays under traditional two-day-game rules (start at 11:00, 40-minute 
lunch at 1:00, tea at 3:40, etc.) but the games are all one-dayers.  My partner for the game today 
was Eddy Brownlee who was the exchange umpire in 1995.  The game was to be Willows vs 
Kings’ High School from Dunedin, a six-hour drive south of Christchurch.  Such is the prestige of 
playing at Willows, teams come from as far away as Auckland, and they have hosted teams from 
as far away as Sri Lanka and Australia!  One of the very unusual playing conditions Mike insists on 
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Willows Clubrooms 

is that no batter can be out LBW until he has scored.  
Apparently Sir Richard Hadlee, who is also the Club’s Patron, 
played at Willows one day and was given out LBW first ball.  
1000's of people had come to the club to watch the legendary 
Hadlee play and were extremely disappointed when he was out 
first ball, so Mike introduced the playing condition. 
The weather was fine but late showers were forecast.  Willows 
won the toss and batted first.  The Kings’ team had some very 
good players and their bowling was impressive, both openers 

bowling a good line and length.  One of the openers was a big hitter and he hit a pretty quick 30 
before being bowled.  The number three for Willows was ex-NZ Rugby fullback, Ben Blair, a very 
handy left-hander who batted pretty much through the innings and made a very classy 80-odd 
before being the 8th wicket to fall.  The next ball was the “plumbest” LBW you will ever see and I 
had to give it not out.  The bowler laughed it off and as he walked back he asked if it was a bit 
high, I was laughing so much I could barely answer.  Willows finished with 9/217 from their 50 
overs. 
Kings’ openers were very impressive against consistent bowling before a few rash shots and good 
fielding had them “two-for.”  Shortly after the tea break, the clouds started to look menacing and 
shortly after, the heavens opened.  It rained so hard that we didn’t even have time to put covers 
down and the game was over.  Willows Captain, Mario was fantastic, they were all so interested in 
cricket in Australia, especially the kids and their coach, even though the game was over at 4:20, 
we didn't leave the ground until after 6:00.  For the record, Willows run on D/L. 
Day 4 – Monday, 9th December 
After the rain yesterday I wasn't overly confident that we would get a game.  I was scheduled to 
stand in an Under-19 Regional championship game at Main Power Stadium.  This stadium is 
awesome.  It would be easily comparable to some of the best Premier Cricket 1st grounds in 
Melbourne.  This ground would be the site for ICC Qualifying games in January, 2014, and I 
believe was the preferred ground to host Test Match cricket in Christchurch until Hagley Park won 
that battle.  AMI stadium used to host these matches but has been tagged for destruction following 
the earthquake so a replacement ground had to be found. 
This game was to be between Canterbury Country and Metro Black.  Metro had Kenny McClure 
and Country had an 18-year-old quick (Harry Shipley) who, they tell me, already bowls in the mid-
130's and it looks like it as well.  Country won the toss and batted, compiling a reasonable but 
probably below-par 217.  In reply, Country’s bowlers steamed in fast and furiously and some good 
short-pitched bowling had Metro not just on the back foot, but also fout for very little.  Kenny tried 
hard to build partnerships but wickets continued to fall with too much regularity and they were 
bowled out for 106 in the 37th over.  After the close of play, we met up with some of the other 
umpires from the Canterbury region and had dinner at a nice pub on the way back into town.  
Dallas was a previous exchange umpire four to five years ago and he spoke very fondly of his 
week back in Oz, which was great to hear. 
Day 5 – Tuesday, 10th December 
Today was a chance to have a bit of a sleep in.  After brekkie I took the bus out the front of the 
hotel into the city centre.  Nothing I had read prepared me for what I was about to see.  The roads 
around the city are generally pretty rough and the closer we got into the city the bouncier it 
became, all a result of the earthquake.  I am told that the first quake was what they call a standard 
quake in which the two plates rubbed together to create the quake.  But the second one in 
February, 2011 was vertical, and the damage it caused was catastrophic.  As we got closer to 
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town there were city blocks that had half the block missing, the 
buildings having already been demolished.  In other parts of 
town, it resembles a war zone, with streets completely deserted 
and buildings fenced off as being too dangerous to be occupied.  
Yet the locals go about their everyday business almost as if 
nothing has happened.  I walked around Christchurch today for 
about 3-4 hours, visited the shipping container mall, the museum, 
and went for a ride on the electric tram system - nothing like 
Melbourne’s but great none the less.  
Tony picked me up in the afternoon and took me for a drive down the coast to the south east, a 
little town called Sumner.  This town was virtually cut off from Christchurch following the 
earthquake.  The road was so badly damaged they detoured the locals up through the hills to get 
home, a journey that took them several hours as the speed limit was also just 10 km/h, the road so 
bad it would shake the fillings out of your teeth!  The road is now repaired, but there is a wall of 40 
ft shipping containers protecting the road from the cliff face and falling rocks.  Following the quake 

they brought in over 7,000 shipping containers, some are used as 
shops, others to hold buildings up or just to protect infrastructure 
from any further damage from ongoing tremors, etc. 
Day 6 – Wednesday, 11th December 
A rainy start to the day, fine drizzle greeted me this morning when 
I went for breakfast.  I was picked up by Jason Woods, another 
previous exchange umpire from 2011.  Our game for today was 
another regional Under-19 one, Metro Red vs Mid-Canterbury, 
played at one of the grounds surrounding Hagley Oval.  The early 

morning drizzle cleared and we were able to start just 30 minutes late with Metro Red winning the 
toss and batting and making a respectable 7/239.  This team is meant to be a strong bowling team 
so we were both interested to see how they went.  It didn’t take long to see why.  They had a quick 
who took three wickets in his 3rd over and it was always going to be a struggle after that.  Mid-
Canterbury were eventually bowled out for 101 in the 32nd over and it was an early drinks session 
for Jason and myself. 
We were back at Hagley for their T&D at 7:00 pm, in what is claimed to be one of the oldest cricket 
pavilions in the world and definitely in NZ.  It was built in 1863 and moved to its current position at 
Hagley oval in 1869 where it has stood ever since.  Sixteen umpires turned up and we discussed 
in detail rule 42.11-15, regarding damaging the pitch.  A very well presented presentation from 
their training officer that sparked a bit of conversation regarding a batsman stepping into the 
danger area when batting outside the crease and whether to step in and get the batter to move 
back or to let it go.  I then spoke briefly about what Premier Cricket was and our T&D nights, etc.  
They were quite amazed at the size of just the PC panel compared to their competition.  I was 
dropped back at the hotel about 9:00 pm and settled in to watch some highlights of the 1st day of 
the NZ/WI Test Match from Wellington.  Tomorrow is another free day, so I am planning to go the 
Antarctic Centre near the airport where there is also a US Air Force base from which Antarctic 
supply flights are launched. 
Day 7 – Thursday, 12th December 
Slept in today, luckily it was a day off for me.  Finally got going about 8:30 am, grabbed a quick 
bite for brekkie and then was off to the Antarctic Centre.  It is the administration centre for 
everything that goes to Antarctica from NZ.  The USAF has three flights a week between 
November and March.  The start of the season is flown by C-17 Globemasters, similar to those 
used by the RAAF, they can take a lot more cargo and passengers than the Hercules that do the 
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rest of the trips and they are about three hours quicker!  I spent nearly three hours walking through 
the Centre, with such attractions such as Penguin feeding, 4D Antarctic movie and 10 minutes in 
an Arctic Storm at -20°C.  Not a good day to wear shorts!!  
I jumped on the Arctic shuttle back into town and visited the cardboard cathedral.  Made from 
cardboard tubes, it is lightweight and a place of worship for the town since the earthquake, with 
the normal cathedral severely damaged and unusable.  I then walked back into the container mall 
for a little bit of shopping for the family and back to the hotel to watch some of the second NZ/WI 
Test Match. 
Day 8 – Friday, 13th December 
Today is another U19 game, this time at Il:00 am between 
Canterbury Country and South Canterbury.  Neither team was 
playing for 1st place which had already been wrapped up by 
Metro Red.  Country won the toss and batted first on what looked 
like a reasonable deck.  South Canterbury bowled well with little 
reward until the slower bowlers came on, this was a pitch for 
them.  They bowled Country out for 226 which, considering the 
start, could easily have been closer to 300.  In reply, South lost their NZ rep opener in the first 
over, cleaned bowled with middle stump lying flat on the ground, by Harry Shipley.  He bowled 
very fast for very little reward but beat the bat so many times he really deserved 5-for.  South lost 
a procession of wickets and was eventually bowled out for 166 in the 44th  A short drive back to 
the hotel to settle in to watch the first day of the Perth Test. 
Day 9 – Saturday, 14th December 
A fantastic day for cricket today with warm temperatures predicted and what should be good 
competition.  The thing that was really different for me was the ground we played on.  There were 
no fewer than three other grounds overlapping it!  At some stages late in the innings, we could 
have three players from other grounds with their backs to us!  Not ideal but no one got hit and I 
guess the guys are used to it.  Today’s game is between Lancaster Park Woolston (LPW) and 
Burnside West Christchurch (BWC). BWC had a few players who were Canterbury Wizards 
players (similar level to Bushrangers) as well as an ex-NZ Test-capped player, David Sewell, a 
left-arm quick.  This was to be week 1 of a two-day game and they have some really weird playing 
conditions.  If the team batting first declares after 60 overs, they basically force the team batting 
second to try to make the runs to be eligible for bonus points, or something like that! 
After the game we stayed at the club to have a drink with the players. The players from BWC were 
fantastic, they were very interested and grateful for my efforts on the field, which was great for me 
to hear.  You always wonder how things are going and the captain seemed very happy with my 
day so I’m happy with that.  A trip back to the hotel and a quick shower and Tony and I went out 
for dinner to recap on the week.  From all accounts they enjoy having our exchange program and 
hopefully it will continue for a long time to come. 
Day 10 – Sunday, 15th December 
3AM wake-up call says it all!  Taxi booked for 4:00 am to the airport for a 6:20 flight back to 
Melbourne.  Nice smooth flight back and even arrived early.  Breezed through customs, etc., and 
home by lunch. 
Conclusion 
The exchange is a once in a lifetime opportunity, one that if you are ever given the opportunity, 
grab it with both hands and run with it.  Chances like this don't come along very often and I have 
been very fortunate in being given the opportunity to go to Christchurch to umpire in a different 
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country with different playing conditions, players whom I have never come across and some of 
whom are a bit reluctant to trust someone from “across the ditch.”  But that is just one more 
challenge you need to overcome and you will be a better umpire for doing it. 
I should like to express my thanks and gratitude to Richard Patterson and Daryl Cox for their faith 
in sending me to NZ to further develop and improve my umpiring.  A big thanks to all the umpires 
with whom I have had the privilege of standing over the past four years.  On the field the umpires 
are a team, and whilst I have had this opportunity, it is only because of the quality of umpires with 
whom I have stood.  So thanks guys.  Last but not least, a huge thanks to Tony and the six 
umpires from Canterbury Cricket, with whom I stood whilst in NZ.  Your friendship and hospitality 
will be long remembered from my 10 days in Christchurch. 

Adam Hawking 
----------------------------------------------------- 

THE CROCKETT SHIELD MISSION CONTINUES 
VCAUSA Easter 2015 Booking Advice Form 
Dear VCAUSA Member, 

The 2015 Easter Exchange event with SACUSA will take place at Glen Waverley, Melbourne from 3rd to 6th April 2015. 
This booking form is for functions and activities only.  

Anyone interested in booking a room at the Novotel Hotel in Glen Waverley will need to contact the hotel directly on (03) 8561 2345 or email 
at h2068@accor.com and quote “VCA Umpires & Scorers Association” to obtain the special $125 room rate negotiated. 
Please review and complete the information below and indicate your preferences. This form should be completed and returned with payment 
no later than Friday 20th February 2015 to the VCAUSA Easter Convenor: 

Gerry Schembri C/‐ 18 Mistletoe Close, Knoxfield VIC 3180 or by EMAIL:  Gerry.Schembri@gmail.com 

FAMILY NAME:       __________________________________________________________________________ 

ADULTS ATTENDING:  
Given Names:       __________________________________________________________________________ 

CHILDREN ATTENDING: 
Given Names & Ages:    __________________________________________________________________________ 

ATTENDANCES AT FUNCTIONS & EVENTS: 

    Number 
Cost Per Head 
Adults (Children U/12) 

Total 

FRIDAY EVENING 
3/4/2015 from 7pm 

Welcome Dinner (3 Course) 
Novotel, Glen Waverley 

  $92.50 ($25)  $ 

SATURDAY 
4/4/2015 from 10am 

Cricket Match & Lunch 
Wesley College, Glen Waverley 

  $35 ($10)  $ 

SATURDAY EVENING 
4/4/2015 from 7pm 

Presentation Dinner (3 Course) 
Novotel, Glen Waverley 

  $102.50 ($25)  $ 

SUNDAY 
5/4/2015 

Family Day Lunch & Special Activity 
Glen Waverley 

  $45 ($10)  $ 

  Included if you stay at Novotel  N/A MONDAY 
6/4/2015 

Farewell Breakfast 
Novotel, Glen Waverley    Otherwise, $25 ($10)   

TOTAL PAYMENT 
Due 20th February 2015 

      $ 

Early Bird Discount of 10% 
applies if paid in Full before 
31st December 2014 

    Total Less 10% Discount  $ 

Note: All Function costs are inclusive of drinks (beer, wine, soft drinks, tea & coffee). 
     

FUNCTION PAYMENT TERMS: 
All Function Costs to be paid directly to VCAUSA no later than Friday 20th February 2015. 
EFT/Direct Deposit to VCAUSA ‐ BSB: 063 001 Account No:  0091 5097 (Commonwealth Bank) 
Or by Cheque payable to VCAUSA / Cash to the VCAUSA Easter Convenor 
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VCAUSA CALENDAR 

The 2014-15 VCAUSA calendar as far as is known at this stage is as follows: 
 

Date Activity Notes 
Thursday, 30 October, 
8:00 pm 

Theatre Night CATS – The Musical,  
The Whitehorse Centre, 
Nunawading 

Tuesday, 4 November, 
12:00 noon 

VCAUSA Cup Day BBQ Carlton Cricket Club 

Tuesday, 11 November, 
7:00 pm 

CV T&D Meeting Morton Pavilion, Junction Oval  

Sunday, 16 November, 
11:00 am 

VCAUSA Cricket Match vs 
Australian Cricket Society 

Venue TBA 

Tuesday, 2 December, 
7:30 pm 

VCAUSA CoM Venue: refer to Agenda or 
Secretary 

Tuesday, 16 December, 
7:00 pm 

CV T&D Meeting Morton Pavilion, Junction Oval 

Tuesday, 13 January, 7:30 
pm 

VCAUSA CoM Meeting Venue: refer to Agenda or 
Secretary  

Tuesday, 20 January, 7:00 
pm 

CV T&D Meeting Morton Pavilion, Junction Oval 

Wednesday, 11 February, 
5:30 pm 

Crockett Shield Training Venue TBA 

Tuesday, 17 February, 
6:30 pm 

“Sausage Sizzle” and CV 
T&D Meeting 

Morton Pavilion, Junction Oval 

Wednesday, 18 February, 
5.30 pm 

Crockett Shield Training Venue TBA 

Sunday, 22 February, 
11:00 am 

VCAUSA Cricket Match vs 
The Forty-Niners 

Venue TBA 

Tuesday, 24 February, 
7.30 pm 

VCAUSA CoM Novotel, Glen Waverley 

Wednesday, 25 February, 
5.30 pm 

Crockett Shield Training Venue TBA 

Tuesday, 3 March, 7:00 
pm 

CV T&D Meeting (Finals 
Umpires only) 

CV, Jollimont 

Wednesday, 4 March, 5.30 
pm 

Crockett Shield Training Venue TBA 

Wednesday, 11 March, 
5.30 pm 

Crockett Shield Training Venue TBA 

Saturday, 21 March VCAUSA Finals BBQ Tent Jollimont Oval 
Friday to Monday, 3 to 6 
April 

VCAUSA/SACUSA Easter 
Event 

Glen Waverley 

Friday, 8 May VCAUSA Dinner and 
Presentation Night 

Veneto Club, Bulleen 

 


